
 
 
Department of Defense (DoD) facilities in the Chesapeake Bay watershed participated in the third annual 
“GROWING NATIVE” program during the month of October 2003.  This program is a volunteer effort to 
collect acorns and seeds from various target tree species (mainly from species of oak, ash and walnut) that 
are used to increase the diversity of native tree stock for local restoration projects throughout the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed. 
Girl Scout Troop 3355 from Chester, VA participated in the event this year.  The girls volunteered two 
weekends to gather eastern red oak acorns and plant flowers at Defense Supply Center Richmond.  Rear 
Admiral Michael J. Lyden and Mrs. Lyden gave the girls a helping hand.  About 84 pounds of acorns were 
gathered and taken to Pocahontas State Park where they were later delivered to the Virginia Department of 
Forestry.  The Girl Scout Troop also labeled ~100 storm drains.   This taught them about the stormwater 
drainage in Chesterfield County; it drains into two tributaries of the Middle James River: the Noname 
Creek and Kingsland Creek, then into the James River, and eventually into the Chesapeake Bay.  The 
activity helped to give incentive not to pollute since they learned firsthand that stormwater can eventually 
find its way to the Chesapeake bay and its tributaries.  .  It was just as much an educational event as it was a 
volunteer event.  They learned firsthand about reforestation and gained a valuable lesson in environmental 
stewardship.  “The girls really had a great time.  They enjoyed helping and learning about the installation as 
well as benefiting the environment as a whole,” according to Jimmy Parrish of Defense Supply Center 
Richmond.  If you have questions about the event, contact Jimmy Parrish at:  (804) 279-6949.  For more 
information about Growing Native, go to:  http://www.potomac.org/growingnative/index.html.  To read 
about previous Growing Native events, please go to the February newsletter under “Spotlight On” for more 
information.  

 
Volunteers from Girl Scout Troop 3355 participating in Growing Native 

 


